
 
 

President’s Message 
Coffee With Duke… Mentoring 

 
Dear AAID Colleague: 
 
As my term as AAID Presidential nears its end, I would like to revisit one theme that I 
believe is very important for success in our field. It is something that will help you be 
effective as a dentist and provide your patients with their desired results.  
 
What is it? Mentoring.  
 
Let me start by sharing the difference between knowledge and wisdom. 
 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary gives the following definitions: 
 

Knowledge: 1) the fact or condition of knowing something with familiarity gained 
through experience or association. 2) acquaintance with or understanding of 
science, art, or technique 
 
Wisdom: 1) ability to discern inner qualities and relationships: insight 
2) good sense: judgment 

 
WISDOM contains KNOWLEDGE, but KNOWLEDGE may not contain WISDOM… 
 
King Solomon said, “For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money, and the 
advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it.” 
 
Knowledge is learned over time through trial and error. I also believe that failure 
increases our knowledge faster than success because we always learn more through our 
failures, since we want to fix the problem. 
 
As an Implant Dentist, why would you ever want to learn by trial, error, and possibly 
failure when you can acquire wisdom through others, specifically your dental colleagues? 
 

https://www.aaid.com/index.html


I am more successful if I seek out dentists who have more wisdom than myself. By 
discussing a patient’s case with a wise mentor, the conversation and advice will benefit 
me as I prepare for the procedure.  
 
The dentist’s knowledge and wisdom will – if my pride lets me accept it – lead to more 
wisdom. This will lead to good things for me and my patients because I make fewer 
mistakes in surgical or prosthetic treatment. 
 
I charged the AAID Membership Committee to develop a mentoring program specifically 
to help make us all better practitioners. Seeking a mentor is in itself a sign of wisdom, and 
it is all the more important because it shortens your learning curve in implant dentistry. 
 
Come to Chicago November 10-13 for the AAID 2021 Annual 
Conference and find a mentor who will help you GAIN WISDOM and 
camaraderie. Send me an email at president@aaid.com if you are 
interested in serving either as a mentor or a participating as a 
mentee. We can connect you with one of your peers and keep you 
informed of the program’s progress. 
 

 
Dr. Duke Heller 
AAID President 2020-2021 
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