
 
 

President’s Message 
Coffee With Duke… Support Implant Dentistry and the AAID 

 
Dear AAID Colleague: 
 
I first learned about “paying it forward” from the renowned football coach Woody Hayes. 
I was the dentist for both the football and basketball teams at The Ohio State University 
from 1961-1962. I watched the master motivate young men and staff members to serve 
others for their future good. 

 
In his book You Win With People, Coach Hayes emphasizes 
that what matters most after the football season is over is not 
the championships and trophies but rather this: “Who did you 
influence along the way?” Paying it forward simply means 
doing the right things today for the people who are part of 
your life. In the process you build a legacy for yourself, which 
helps your future legacy have influence. 
 
Woody stressed that the most important thing to keep in mind 
is how others benefitted from you being in their lives. 
 
Before Bo Schembechler became the legendary head coach at 

the University of Michigan, he was Woody’s offensive coordinator at Ohio State. As rival 
coaches, the two loved each other but for one week every year. And even as competitors 
they still found a way to “pay it forward.” 
 
After Woody and Bo retired, they started a “Woody-Bo” fundraiser to help support 
worthy causes. Both left a legacy that influenced thousands of people. This fundraiser is 
still in existence 2021 – even after their deaths – and is now run by their respective sons. 
 
How can you pay it forward in implant dentistry and the AAID? 
 
Whether you realize it or not, you are the glue that holds this movement together and 
the engine that moves it forward. 

https://www.aaid.com/index.html


 
John Maxwell once reminisced, "Earlier in my life, I have to admit, I was often guilty of 
this error. I wanted to take an idea from seed thought to solution before sharing it with 
anyone… I did this both at work and at home. But over the years, I have learned that you 
can go much farther with a team than you can go alone.” 
 
Is there a young dentist in your area who wants to learn more about implant dentistry? 
Invest in them today, tomorrow, and next year. They just might buy your practice when 
you retire… THINK ABOUT IT! 
 
Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity! Look at your calendar today and decide 
you are going to “pay it forward” to support implant dentistry and the AAID. Sign up for 
the Mentorship Program at membership@aaid.com. The Membership Committee has 
been working hard to create this program, but it will only be successful if people 
participate. 
 
I hope to see you in Chicago November 10-13 for the AAID 2021 
Annual Conference. Send me an email at president@aaid.com if you 
are interested in serving either as a mentor or participating as a 
mentee. I’d be happy to hear from you! 
 

 
Dr. Duke Heller 
AAID President 2020-2021 
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