
 
 

President’s Message 
Coffee With Duke… Trade Expectation for Appreciation 

 
Dear AAID Colleague: 
 
Zig Ziglar used to say to me, “Duke, show me your five best friends, and I'll show you your 
future.”  
 
Zig also used to tell me, “Duke, you can have anything in life you want, if you just help 
enough other people get what they want.”  
 
My five best friends in the AAID last year were the line officers: Dr. Bernee Dunson, Dr. 
Brian Jackson, Dr. Shane Samy, Dr. Ed Kusek, and Dr. Matt Young.  
 
The future of the AAID rests on the shoulders of these five men who supported me with 
care, skill, and judgement in many serious decisions.  
 
This reminded me that King Solomon made this statement: “He who walks with wise men 
will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.”  
 
Dr. Bernee Dunson led with power in 2019-2020. Bernee helped the AAID navigate 
through several landmines. He surrounded himself with five wise men during a 
challenging time in the organization. And his leadership along with that of those five 
dedicated men allowed me uplift and to lead the Academy in a new direction in the 
following year.  
 
Two questions to ask ourselves are: What should you appreciate about 2020-2021? What 
do you expect in the year to come? 
  
Some things to consider about this past year: 
  
This year laid the groundwork for two educational pathways which will lead to specialty 
status in the next 5 to 7 years. 

https://www.aaid.com/index.html


1. This year, Dr. Shankar Iyer, Dr. James Rutkowski and Dr. Hilt Tatum used their skills 
to construct curricula in the academic arena for two different University Programs. 

2. This year, Carolina Hernandez, our Executive Director, was able to secure and 
coach a staff that will support your Academy for years to come. 

3. The AAID is exploring ways to help support members who want to seek master’s 
degrees in the field of implant dentistry. 

  
 
What did I appreciate about 2020-2021? 
 

1. The opportunity to work with five very good friends while serving the Academy 
2. The opportunity to observe Carolina Hernandez and Jamey Richardson make some 

courageous decisions, which were very good ones for staff 
3. The opportunity to work with the Board of Trustees and Committee Chairman who 

sacrificed family time to serve you, the Academy member 
 
And what am I looking forward to in 2021-2022? 
 

1. Watching the five best leaders in the Academy spearhead the organization toward 
the highest achievements ever attained 

2. Serving these five great leaders in a supportive role 
3. Spending time with the people who will be sitting in the front row of my funeral: 

my children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
4. Coaching and mentoring men over 18 who struggle with alcohol and drug addiction 
5. Speaking at men’s retreats and teaching them to write letters to their wives, their 

children, and their grandchildren in order to create a written legacy 
 
Thanks for allowing me the opportunity to serve as your President during the 70th year of 
our existence as an organization. I will miss our “coffee dates." I would love to continue 
the conversation if you desire. You can reach me at personal email 
duke@implantdentist.org. 
 

 
Dr. Duke Heller 
AAID President 2020-2021 
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