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President's Message 
Coffee with Duke…Finding Contentment in Implant Dentistry

Dear AAID Colleagues:

This “Sip of Coffee” is to share ideas that helped me build a very large dental
implant practice and teaching institute. My goal in coming back to serve you
through the AAID is to be inclusive and hope that we can help each other
become better people in serving our families, our patients, and our profession
(just like my mentors did for me). As I received insight from my mentors, I
would like to share these gems with you.

Erik Weihenmayer was the first blind man to
reach the peak of Mt. Everest; 10,000 feet fall
into Tibet on one side and 7,000 fall into Nepal on the other side.

The south summit of Mount Everest is 28,750 feet (5.5 miles above sea level).
Eric was blind since age 13. On August 20, 2008, Eric reached the summit of
the Carstensz Pyramid in Indonesia.

Eric started in Alaska with Mount McKinley. Eric made these statements in his
book:

“You must be roped with teammates—with or without eyesight.” 
 
“Even when the wind was howling, and I wouldn’t be able to hear footsteps
crunching in front of me, I had the direction of the rope to follow.”

“The rope that passes through their harnesses was my lifeline.”

“If one person slips, it is the rope that holds him and the others bring him back.”

How does this story relate to AAID and Implant Dentistry in 2021?

DecideTODAY to be a “lifeline” of information to help another AAID
member get to the “Peak of Implant Information.”

Whether you are at the front of the “information” line or at the back of
the “information” line, we all must hold onto the rope.

We can all learn from each other. Take time to expand your dental
implant knowledge. HOW?

1. Go to the AAID Find an Implant Dentist and find a credentialed member that is within 100 miles of
your home...call him...take him to dinner...are you a good fit? 
 

2. If you are a credentialed member (AAID Fellow or ABOI/ID Diplomate) and would like to mentor a
dentist who is eager to learn….send your name and contact information to education@aaid.com. We
will try to connect you with someone who wants to be mentored.
 

https://www.aaid-implant.org/find-an-implant-dentist/
mailto:education@aaid.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20be%20a%20mentor
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3. Sign up to present a Case of the Week. It's your chance to share your experience with a challenging
implant case. These are livestreamed on Facebook Live and Zoom and attendees are encourage to
participate. 
 

4. Look for a credentialing coach to help you prepare for the Oral Exam. Your coach will help answer
questions and provide support and encouragement as you move through this process. 

We only make the AAID better by sharing our knowledge. Put a hand
out to a fellow member to learn or to teach so our Academy will grow
with increased knowledge.

Put your hand out…..today….Just Do It! (Nike slogan)

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Duke Heller 
AAID President 2020-2021
 
Reply to this email president@AAID.com with comments and Duke will reply. He cares what you think…..so
tell him!
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